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   Fruteland Jackson was born June 9, 1953, in Sunflower County, Mississippi, the 

fourth child of six children of John Andrew and Ida B. He was born into a musical 

and church-going family. His maternal grandparents, Willie and Anna Jane 

Bradley, are founders of the New Jericho M. B. Church, Doddsville, Mississippi. 

Fruteland's grandmother predicted Fruteland would be a preacher and “save 

souls." However, Fruteland's work sharing blues music with young people in 

school districts around the country is in a way making his grandmother's 

predictions ring with truth.   

   Fruteland's paternal grandfather was a prominent Baptist minister and civic 

leader, the Rev. L. R. Chandler of Inverness, Mississippi. The City of Inverness 

named a park in his honor in 1977 and rededicated the park in 2019.  Fruteland's 

parents migrated to Chicago in the early 1950s. His father retired as an insurance 

underwriter with North Carolina Mutual Insurance Company, and his mother 

retired as a Nurse.  

   Fruteland fell under the spell of blues music influenced by his uncle Woodrow 

Chandler at the age of twelve. His uncle was a locally known guitar and piano 

player in Inverness, Mississippi, and Chicago." Fruteland’s formal musical training, 

however, began in high school, where he played the bugle, trombone and learned 

to read music. He later attended Columbia College as a performing art major and 

Roosevelt University in Chicago, where he refined his vocals.  

   Since that time, Fruteland has endeavored to educate and entertain as a blues 

musician and oral historian. As an educator, he has taken the blues into the 

classrooms reaching his one-millionth student in 2010 in Greensboro, North 

Carolina. Many top-rated schools and school districts have presented Blues in the 

Schools programs. These programs have proven to be an excellent tool for gifted 

students, the physically/emotionally challenged, and inner-city, high-risk 

students. Fruteland Jackson is a Five-time Blues Music Award Nominee on the 

Electro-fi record label and the recipient of the Blues Foundations “Keeping the 

Blues Alive” Award. 


